
 

 

 
Statement of Solidarity Regarding Grassy Narrows, Indigenous Consent, 
and Workers’ Rights 
 
The Ontario Federation of Labour (OFL) unites in solidarity with Grassy Narrows First Nation 
in their ongoing struggle for accountability and healing following decades of mercury 
contamination that have harmed their people, land, and way of life. 
 
In keeping with the OFL’s repeated commitments to reconciliation and the principles of the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), we reaffirm our 
support for Grassy Narrows’ demands for fair compensation, community restoration, and 
meaningful action to address the lasting health, social, and environmental impacts of the 
mercury crisis. 
 
We also wish to clarify Grassy Narrows’ position regarding mining and logging. Grassy 
Narrows is not calling for a blanket or automatic shutdown of all mining or logging activity. 
Instead, they are asserting their inherent and treaty right to free, prior, and informed 
consent for any proposed resource development on their territory. Resource projects must 
be developed through meaningful consultation, community approval, and strong 
environmental and health protections before moving forward. 
 
Workers and Indigenous communities alike have experienced the consequences of unsafe, 
unsustainable, or unaccountable resource development, whether through long-term 
health impacts, environmental damage, or the erosion of stable and safe employment. 
 
The OFL recognizes that Indigenous rights, environmental protection, and good union jobs 
are not in conflict. This understanding is reflected in labour’s support for a Just Transition, 
where economic activity is planned responsibly, impacts are addressed up front, and 
workers and communities are not forced to bear the cost of corporate or government 
failure and greed. 
 
We remain committed to continued dialogue among Grassy Narrows, labour unions, and 
allies to ensure that pathways forward reflect reconciliation in practice, protect workers, 
respect communities, support responsible and accountable economic development, and 
protect the land and water for future generations. 
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