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National Day for Truth and Reconciliation: Truth Demands Action

On the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, the Ontario Federation of Labour honours the children
who never came home from residential schools, the survivors, their families, and generations of First
Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples who continue to carry the consequences of colonial violence.

Every Child Matters. But remembrance without action is not reconciliation.

Reconciliation cannot exist while governments acknowledge the harms of colonialism on September 30
and continue colonial policies the rest of the year. It cannot exist while governments speak about
partnership while ignoring Indigenous sovereignty, Treaty rights, and the right of Indigenous peoples to
determine what happens on their lands.

And it cannot exist while governments put corporate profit ahead of people, workers, land, and water.
For Ontario's labour movement, this is a workers' issue.

Indigenous workers are our members, co-workers, neighbours, families, and union leaders. The
struggles for workers' rights and Indigenous rights meet wherever governments and corporations
concentrate power, silence communities, exploit land and labour, or force people to bear the
consequences.

This year, that truth could not be clearer.

The Ford government pushed through Bill 5 despite opposition from First Nations and labour. The OFL
has opposed the legislation as a threat to Indigenous rights, worker protections, environmental
safeguards, and democratic accountability.

Workers know what it means when decisions about our lives are made without us. We know what it
means when consultation comes after the decision has already been made, and when our rights are
treated as obstacles to somebody else's profit.

Thatis why labour must unite with Indigenous peoples in demanding something stronger.
Nothing about us, without us. No development without rights. No reconciliation without consent.

The OFL recently reaffirmed its solidarity with Grassy Narrows First Nation and its inherent and Treaty
right to free, prior, and informed consent over proposed resource development on its territory.
Indigenous rights, environmental protection, and good union jobs are not competing interests.
Responsible economic development must protect workers, communities, land, and water.

Governments can pursue an economy built on extraction, deregulation, weakened rights, and decisions
imposed from above.

Or we can build an economy grounded in Indigenous sovereignty, strong public services, good
union jobs, environmental justice, democratic accountability, and respect for the people whose
lands sustain us.
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The labour movement has a responsibility to help build that future.

At the OFL's 2025 Convention, delegates called for action supporting Indigenous sovereignty and self-
determination, UNDRIP in provincial law, Indigenous Land Defenders, the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission's 94 Calls to Action, and the 231 Calls for Justice from the National Inquiry into Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. The OFL First Nations, Métis, Inuit Circle also called for
provincial Indigenous lobby action, moving solidarity from words to organized political pressure.

Because labour's solidarity must be something Indigenous communities can see and feel.

It means challenging anti-Indigenous racism in our workplaces and unions and creating space for
Indigenous workers to lead.

It means educating our members, bargaining for equity, and confronting systemic barriers facing
Indigenous workers.

It means uniting with Indigenous communities defending land and water and demanding clean drinking
water, safe housing, strong public services, decent work, and justice for Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two-Spirit people.

And it means showing up when governments attack Indigenous rights, not only on September 30, but
every day.

The path toward reconciliation will not be built through ceremony alone. It will be built through truth,
solidarity, political courage, and collective action.

The labour movement knows that rights are rarely handed down willingly. They are won when people
organize, resist, and unite together.

On September 30, we remember. On October 1, and every day after, we organize. The Ontario Federation
of Labour joins with First Nations, Inuit, and Métis workers and communities in the fight for sovereignty,
justice, dignity, and a future where Indigenous rights are not merely acknowledged, but respected.

Truth demands action.
Reconciliation demands justice.
And solidarity demands that we show up.
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