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Jennifer French from the Durham Region 
Labour Council rose as a first time delegate 
and first time speaker to nominate Brother 
Sid Ryan for his third term of office. 

“As a young teacher, I am new to labour 
activism, but like so many of my colleagues, I 
was inspired by Sid Ryan to stand up for our 
collective rights,” said Sister French. “Let’s 
face it, the right-wing would love NOT to 
have to deal with a strong and fiery labour 
leader like Sid Ryan, but if I am going to be led 
into a fight against an American-style attack 
on workers, I can’t think of anyone more 
deserving of my faith and confidence.”

It was telling that both of Brother Ryan’s 
nominators were young workers who 
responded to his call for more militant activism.

Jenny Ahn, Assistant to the Unifor President 
followed USW District 6 Director Marty Warren 

in delivering a passionate endorsement of 
Sister Nancy Hutchison. “While Nancy may 
come across as sweet and soft-spoken, you 
should not be fooled,” said Sister Ahn. “She 
is experienced, tenacious and a strong voice 
for working people across this province. I am 
honoured to rise before you to nominate this 
fierce sister.”

Brother Irwin Nanda proudly accepted the 
nomination of CUPW National President Denis 
Lemelin and CUPE 4400’s Yolanda McClean:

“I am proud of the incredible work that the OFL 
has done in championing equity and human 
rights, but our work is not yet done,” said 
Nanda. “As a labour movement committed 
to equity, we must challenge ourselves to 
broaden our movement and support workers 
from equity-seeking groups in rising into the 
leadership of their unions.”

OFL OFFICERS ARE GIVEN A 
NEW MANDATE FOR MILITANCY

The second day of convention saw delegates return all three OFL officers for another term 
with a strong mandate to mobilize labour’s fight against Harper and Hudak’s anti-worker 
agenda. After two years of reinvigorating the labour movement and fighting for equity, 
Ryan, Hutchison and Nanda each earned endorsement from the membership.

We need union members to stop 
thinking about THE union and to 
start thinking about OUR union. 
Change will only happen through 
collective action.

Ken Georgetti
President

Canadian Labour Congress

CLC President Ken Georgetti introduced 
delegates to the “together FAIRNESS 
WORKS!” campaign and called on 
affiliates to engage in the labour’s largest 
member-to-member outreach in history.

@danmearle: Maude Barlow Keynote 
@OFLabour convention “2000 - 111 
Billionaires, 2013 - 1426 Billionaires” 
#enoughalready #osstf

@KoniorM: Women stop being afraid 
and start pushing back!  We are strong 
and we are mighty!  #ETFO @OFLabour 
@0sanpan0 @unionyouandme 
@unionschool14

Buy your tickets for the First Biennial OFL
CLIFF PILKEY AWARDS DINNER
THURSDAY NOV. 28 • STARTS AT 6:30 P.M.
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Keynote speaker Maude Barlow 
opened her remarks to a standing 
ovation on Tuesday afternoon. 
Both a cautionary tale and a call 
to action, Sister Barlow’s address 
reminded  delegates that the 
history of free trade agreements 
is one of social devastation and 
environmental exploitation.

However, she said that the most 
dangerous development in recent 
agreements is that they give 
foreign corporations the right to 
bypass their own governments 
and directly sue another country 
for any law that a company 
feels impedes its ability to 

generate profit. In doing so, they 
undermine national standards 
and side-step democratic checks 
and balances. 

She said that reason the Canada 
E.U. Trade Agreement (CETA) is 
being negotiated in secret is that 
unfettered access to resources 
like water and the privatization of 
public services are top priorities 
for European companies. 

“For Harper, big trade deals like 
CETA are a dream because they 
allow him to advance his agenda 
by stealth and escape the blame 
for selling out our future.”

DELEGATES PUSH FURTHER 
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Covering resolutions ranging 
from women in leadership to the 
need for the labour movement to 
adapt to a changing workforce, 
the day was characterized 
by animated debate that 
demonstrated a strong sense of 
engagement in the work of the 
labour movement.

However, a recurring theme 
throughout the day’s deliberations 
was an urgent appeal for labour 
activists to push the equity and 
social justice agenda further.

Motion 122 on licensed child 
care was a strong example. Every 

intervention at the mircophones 
underscored the critical need for 
stricter regulation of childcare 
centres, but delegates ultimately 
referred the resolution back 
to committee to seek a more 
ambitious mandate. 

“As long as Bay Street is making 
money from childcare, we can’t 
accept half-measures. We need 
a universal and public system of 
childcare and we need it now,” 
said Carrie Lynn Poole-Cotnam 
from CUPE 503.  

A substitute motion is expected 
to top Wednesday’s order paper.

Two pairs of mother-daughter trade union activists challenged the 
myth that there is a great generational divide among women in the 
labour movement and urged delegates to draw inspiration from 
the past while tackling the challenges of the future. 

Sister Michele Landsberg framed the discussion around how each 
generation has interpreted the women’s movement in its own light, 
but noted that many of the underlying challenges remain the same.

This sentiment was echoed by Sister Carol Wall who called on 
delegates to reject scarcity arguments when it comes to public 
services: “The money is always there when the bankers ask for it 
but when we demand public childcare they say the cupboard is bare. 
You should never forget that it is always a question of priorities.”

Sister Katie Arnup summarized the panel’s sense of optimism about 
the future: “I am inspired to see the next generation of women get 
really confident about asserting their rights. It is a lesson for every 
union activist not to ask for respect, but to demand it.”

INTERGENERATIONAL 
PANEL TALKS FEMINISM
The afternoon session showcased a “sister-to-sister” panel 
on feminism and labour activism moderated by renowned 
journalist Michelle Landsberg. Mothers Carol Wall and Sue 
Genge were joined by their daughters, Nicole Wall and Katie 
Arnup, in an evocative discussion on the future of feminism.

RESOLUTIONS CORNER
The following resolutions were adopted by Convention:
Emergency Resolution 2 (Private Surgical and 
Diagnostic Clinics); 125 (Postal banking); 100 (Fix 
Employment Insurance); 149 (Support Labour 
Education in Schools); 24 (Idle No More); 33 (Pay 
Equity); 29  (Sisters in Spirit Solidarity Actions); 36 
(Women in Leadership). Resolution 122 (Licensed 
Child Care) was referred back to the Resolutions 
Committee for amendment.

BARLOW KEYNOTE 
BLASTS FREE TRADE
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