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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1TRADE UNION BANNERS
A RENEWED TRADITION
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If you attended a labour demonstration at the turn of the century, you would have seen colourful banners at the front of each union.  The banners not only carried the union’s name and logo but often had paintings depicting the members’ skills or symbols of the union’s beliefs.  A tailors’ union banner in St. John had an image of Adam and Eve each holding a fig leaf.  Although some unions continued to carry banners, the tradition of specially crafted banners died out by the First World War.

The Ontario Federation of Labour (OFL) initiated a banner competition in 1990 to revive the tradition in Ontario.  Since then approximately 25 unique banners have been commissioned by various unions and labour councils.  These banners have either been commissioned directly from an artist or have involved union members collaborating with an artist on its design and production.

The OFL awards three prizes for the best banners at its biennial convention.  The prizes are awarded for innovative, unique or relevant design, the skills involved, the use of traditional forms, public presence and/or member involvement.  In addition, banners from previous years will be put on display in the convention hall, so bring them as well.

If your union or labour council is interested in more information on banners, please contact Laurie Hardwick, OFL Director of Organization Services, Tel: 416 443.7657, Fax: 416.441.1893 or e-mail lhardwick@ofl.ca.
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