RULES OF ORDER
Ontario Federation of Labour Constitution Article IV Section 16

1. The President, or in the absence of the President or at the President’s request, a Vice-President shall take the chair at the time specified, at all regular and special conventions.  In the absence of both the President or the designated representative, a person to chair the convention shall be chosen by the Executive Board.

2. No question of a sectarian character shall be discussed.

3. A delegate wishing to speak shall proceed to one of the microphones provided for that purpose.  When recognized by the Chair, delegates shall give their name and the organization they represent and shall confine their remarks to the question at issue.

4. Speeches shall be limited to five minutes except in moving a resolution, when the delegate shall be allowed ten minutes.

5. A delegate shall not speak more than once upon a subject until all who wish to speak have had an opportunity to do so.

6. A delegate shall not interrupt another except it be to call to a point of order, or question of privilege.

7. If a delegate is called to order he/she shall, at the request of the Chair, be seated until the question of order has been decided.

8. Should a delegate persist in unparliamentary conduct, the Chair will be compelled to name such delegate and submit the delegate’s conduct to the judgement of the convention.  In such case the delegate whose conduct is in question should explain and then withdraw, and the convention will determine what course to pursue in the matter.
9. When a question is put, the Chair, after announcing the question, shall ask:  “Are you ready for the question?”  If no delegate wishes to speak, the question shall be put.

10. Questions may be decided by a show of hands, or a standing vote on the basis of one vote per delegate.  A roll call vote may be demanded by one-third of the delegates present.  In a roll call vote each delegate shall be entitled to one vote.

11. A delegate may appeal the decision of the Chair.  The question is not debatable.  The delegates challenging the Chair may briefly state reasons for the challenge.  The Chair may make an explanation of the ruling.  The question shall then be put, thus, “Shall the decision of the Chair be sustained?”

12.  The Chair shall have the same rights as other delegates to vote on any question.  In case of a tie vote, the person chairing shall cast the deciding vote.

13. When the previous question is moved, no discussion or amendment of either motion is permitted.  If the majority vote that “the question be now put,” the original motion has to be put without debate.  If the motion to put the question is defeated, discussion will continue on the original motion.

14. Committees may combine resolutions or prepare a composite to cover the intent of the question at issue.  Reports of the Committees are not subject to amendment except such as is acceptable to the Committee, but a motion to refer back to the Committee for reconsideration shall be in order.
15. A delegate shall not move a motion to refer back after they have spoken on the question at issue.

16. A motion to refer back is not debatable and when properly seconded the question shall be immediately put to the convention.

17. If the report of a Committee is adopted, it becomes the decision of the convention.  If defeated, it may be referred back to the Committee for reconsideration.

18. When a question is pending before the convention, no motion shall be in order except – to refer – for the previous question – to postpone for a definite time.  IF any of the foregoing motions is negated, it cannot be renewed until after an intermediate proceeding.

19. A motion may be reconsidered providing the mover and seconder of the motion to reconsider voted with the prevailing side and notice of motion has been given for reconsideration at the previous sitting.  A motion to reconsider shall require a two-thirds majority to pass.

20. The Executive Board is empowered to establish the hours of convention.

21. In all matters not regulated by these rules of order, Roberts Rules of Order shall govern.

22. When two or more nominees are to be elected to any office by ballot, each delegate voting shall be required to vote for the full number of candidates to be elected or the delegate’s ballot will be declared spoiled.  (Canadian Labour Congress Constitution).


Cope343
