August 20, 2009
TO:
OFL EXECUTIVE BOARD & COUNCIL


OFL HEADS OF UNIONS

Dear Sisters and Brothers:

“FROM CRISIS TO JUSTICE – LABOUR AND COMMUNITY WORKING TOGETHER FOR AN EQUITABLE AND INCLUSIVE ECONOMIC FUTURE”
HUMAN RIGHTS FORUM – SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2009
SHERATON CENTRE HOTEL, TORONTO, ONTARIO
Let’s face it: the labour movement is in crisis.  Fewer workers belong to unions today than when Mike Harris was in power.
The population of Ontario is becoming more diverse.  By 2011 most new entrants to the labour force will be peoples of colour.  Yet in percentage terms, fewer and fewer peoples of colour are joining unions. 

To bring about a deeper familiarity between unions and communities, unions must work in solidarity with peoples of colour on issues that are important to these communities, in order to build long lasting relationships of trust, respect and sustainability.
Why?  The survival of the labour movement is at stake.

Unions need to seriously work creatively to build more fully equitable and inclusive policies, programs and structures as well as develop culturally relevant organizing tools.
More than ever, unions must make the connections with communities, broaden our shared understanding and together clearly identify the intersections between racial equity, economic fairness, the union advantage, good jobs and justice for ALL.
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The Forum will allow activists to develop a common action plan that will bring about positive solutions that will benefit all workers.  It will promote a “green collar”, sustainable economy that includes good jobs for ALL. 
Public and private sector employers are using the current economic crisis as an excuse to attack workers’ wages and benefits, renege on pension obligations, further casualize the workforce, and undermine the confidence of all workers to fight for economic and social justice. Those without union representation are the most vulnerable.

We can—and must—turn the tables. That’s why your participation in the Forum “Crisis to Justice” is so critical.  The Forum will:

· link activists from unions and community organizations to advance a shared vision for social, economic and environmental justice in our workplaces and in our communities;

· develop best practices and policies that can be implemented locally, provincially and nationally through collective bargaining and form the framework to lobby for effective provincial and national employment equity and for organizing legislation.
· Increase public awareness of the potential for “green-collar” jobs to provide equitable pathways out of poverty, curb global warming, and transform the economy.

The Forum takes place in Toronto, on November 21, 2009 at the Sheraton Centre Hotel, Toronto, Ontario.  The registration fee is $130 per delegate and cheques are payable to “OFL From Crisis to Justice Forum”.  Attached is a Registration Form.  As well delegates can register on-line at www.ofl.ca Registration and payment must be received by November 1, 2009.
We expect space will be limited and registration will be accepted on a first-come, first registered basis.  To ensure seating of your delegate(s), please mail Registration Form(s) and accompanying cheques as soon as possible.

The Federation has a block of room reserved at a cost of $199.00 single/double occupancy per night plus taxes.  We are pleased to inform you that we have secured the services of WE Travel for hotel reservations. secured the services of WE Travel for hotel reservations.
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Reservations can be done through WE Travel, the official housing agent for the Ontario Federation of Labour.  Reservations can be made on-line at www.wetravel.net  http://www.wetravel.net/ or via telephone Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.to 5:00 p.m. toll free at (888) 676.7747 or direct at (613) 232.9908.

Additional information and forms can be found on the OFL website: www.ofl.ca or contact us directly by calling Paulette Hazel at 416.443.7667 – toll free 1 (800).668.9138 or e-mail phazel@ofl.ca.
Accommodations for delegates with disabilities are available.  Please complete the attached Personal Assistance Request Form and return by October 23, 2009.

The OFL provides child care to Forum delegates.  To confirm arrangements please complete the attached Child Care Registration Form and return by October 23, 2009.
In solidarity,

TERRY DOWNEY

Executive Vice-President
TD/JG/ph:cope343

Attachments

