August 2009
TO:
AFFILIATES

Dear Sisters and Brothers:
2009 OFL Banner Contest and Display
As at past Conventions, the OFL will be holding a trade union banner contest and display at our 2009 Convention.

Unions and labour councils that have union banners (including those produced for previous contests) should bring them to the Convention so they can be displayed in the main Convention Hall.

All other locals, national and international unions and labour councils are encouraged to have new banners made.  All new banners will be eligible for the 2009 Banner Contest.

There will be three $200 prizes awarded for new banners this year.  
-
One prize will be for the banner that fits the tradition of trade union banners, shows the greatest skill in making of the banner and has the greatest impact on the street.  

-
Another prize will be for the most innovative banner - innovative in the design and use of materials.

-
The final prize will be for the banner that has the greatest union involvement in the design and/or making of the banner that has a design and uses materials appropriate to the union and that successfully depicts the union’s themes.

The banners for the contest can be of any design, material and size.  Typically, most banners are about 5' x 8' and are made of durable material that will withstand being used at rallies and demonstrations.  Banners can display some aspect of the union’s history and tradition, the types of work members do, or focus on an issue important to the organization.  Banners can be one-sided or two-sided.
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There are a wide range of techniques that can be used to make banners.  The OFL would be pleased to put your organization in touch with artists who can make the banner for you.  Normally, a banner costs somewhere between $2,000 - $5,000, but for this, you will end up with something that will be a symbol of pride for many years.

The OFL can also provide you with a draft agreement that should guide the relationship between the union and the artist.  If you would like any assistance, please contact our Director of Organization Services, Laurie Hardwick, by telephone at 416.443.7657 or by e-mail at lhardwick@ofl.ca who would be more than pleased to help you.

If you want to make a new banner, you should begin the process in September.  An artist will normally require 4-8 weeks to complete the banner.

Whether you are producing a new banner for entry into the 2009 Banner Contest or bringing an existing banner for display at the Convention, you will need to bring the banner to the Convention Hall, Lower Level, Sheraton Centre Hotel by 1:00 p.m., Sunday, November 22, 2009.  Each organization will be responsible for providing the people and materials to hang their own banners.

If you are planning to enter the banner contest or bring a banner for display, we would appreciate you notifying our Director of Organization Services November 11, 2009.

In solidarity,

Wayne Samuelson
President
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